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'.Rafaai^i^92 ; n»W Parl* lU7, v ZZZ : ^ 

on ’^4?0 29 Mar to ;haar his account ; of hid ^ 
conrtrsation ^ Wa*,. VEly. 

' not. : ^d uaaf orca in. |a|ing;;pTar|^ 'of po&ctl^ 

. ; wd, a^ta.^; KXy- had pffawd tP ino build 

■ hla gfourtty aona and to aa owrja wtoion Binh ^an^omn«^a;Z f 

" h0 *• hava oc«4>iad Ipy $*7 »*id that 

to fira pdica and aunt* chiaf. Sang at onca and v&a prbparad to 

dovolopaont, I told Bly that ^M'ei'aYOlr^ 

haviB * ^1*" ,t * 5> * this iiravitp without con»iia^^’|li; br(i»|;3'h 
;/■' , '?>. I«aedl*t«ljr aftor eonvoroatloii with Ely l oaiiod^ on ; ' 

hU 1 dorolopaonto tod oolcod ^horo^ 

tho oituatlon stood :th«lltii^mti.i 

dloolpUno, bad : po'niltiod ilinh' flOfa&andaa > to 


having takan 




*r#}x ■' 


s,ng th . out«t, but had in.t..d b.on patlont with hit,. 
How. howowr, Dio. .aid. It wa. l«po..lbl. for him to laeur. 
Intoraal .aourlty. H. had attompt.d to r.aoh Sang hr telephone, 
but lattor had rofuaad to talk to him. Thereupon, h. had toko, 
atop, to hav. tho polio, haadquart.r. ooouplod bp Amp troop, at 
1330 and naw chief of polio, and .urn. in.t«lled. H. added that 
Cabinet had twlo. authort.ad hi. to tak. .np ,t.p. neceary to 
inauro .aourltp, H. had oall.d in D.fmin Mlnh and Chi.f of Staff 
*7 and Si ran than n.oa.aarp ordora. Mlnh told hl« that Cabinet 
ahould b. aek.d to approve .t.p of thl. gravltp. H. had replied 
that Sang', lndl.olpltna wa. ln.upportabl., Mlnh had replied to 
Die* that he would b. obliged to re.lgn if Primin', order wa. 
carried out. Diem Mi d Mlmh that he oould not. In writing anp 
obj.otion. he wiehed a*k. to Primin', order but had no option 
buttoem.Mt.it. Mlnh thereupon re.lgned. Die, then gave 
formal order to Chief of Staff Ip to execute occupation polio, 
headquarter., (Inetaad, Tp called on Sip and Informed him that 
he would not execute order without Sip', approval. Sip eppawntlp 
told hia to suspend ita execution,) 

3# Dlaa than aald OoaaiBaioner Wintrebert called on Priain 
at lattar’a Invitation immediately after dapartura of Minh and 
Ty. ■ Wintrebert proagjtly informed Ely of Diem* a plan, Ely dia- 
patched Qenerala Jacquot and Oaabie* and Cooaiaaioner Wintrebert 
to palace to warn President in strongest terms against execution 
of hia ordar to seise police headquarters, adding that in any 
case he ahould not mors until ha had talkad to Ely,. Diem finally 
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agrsQd to suspend hi* orders. Maanwhii- n 
, _ * " aan '« il « £ ly e«nt hi* *id® to 

infora m at situation* 

4. Di« said that Ely had cali*d w 
hlM a . ■ 7 a 0&U * d on hi ® «t 1530 and warned 

hia against attempting to seia« n «i * „ w 

eayinr cm * 9 ' hMd< < u *«« 1 * * fore., 

y ” £ *“* *" MUW tU.crd.ra. Ely off , rM 

to undertake to re&ore any Slnh Tit 

my Sinh Zu 7« n command oa from polio* 

Quarter.. hie. .aid h. told Sly ** h „ „„ ^ 

£”"* - Had no oholc . . XMpt t0 Bo ,. „ 

2 2 T ~ ^ hi6 * Had cal./' 

2 ^ f * U h * MUW “»* »« coup without dang.r- 

d ‘ d 0,84 h * mt h * »* d •tmgth.u hi. poaition again/ 
;”*• * <*- there nu.t h. Bom. .char .11 

on!" " ld I' h<1<1 r " Pll,d tha ‘ “ latlon h * P^pcd Ha. correct 
one. even though he had agreed euepeud it. execution. ft 

5. • I told Di.« that in v judgnant if M % 

rr ^ f ° re * ~ b *“ ““ — -Id hay. been 

•“ «— .... 

troops ^ ^ ^ 8tUdi#d * ituati0R ^refuUy, that Binh luyen 
2 1 J 0MS ' ^ lB a ° r416 “ d eurrendered, I 

told Die. that no on. 1 bad ooneulted agreed with hi. anai m , 
;..reh, « had report, polio, headier, had been nln.d 

to ITT "° 0P * Pm>M,d «U* «ith -.chin. *u», lU , 4 

° “ aPPrS ‘° 1 ’" hare the adrant.g. or. r 

. taohera, lighting could have h..« expected to hrea out in 

other part, o, the citr and thi. would h.y. re.ul M d in fa r 


greaterlosses than gains, Moreover French would probably hay* 
had to iatsmne. Diem insisted however that he had sufficient 
forces available to take police headquarters, I replied that 
without fighting it might be possible to solve present crisis 
by political means. The Binh Iuyen are in defensive positions 
and I believe that they would not initiate action against govt, 

6* With respect to Defmin Minh, I told Diem I had heard from 
various sources that orders had been issued to Amy over Minh' a 
head by brother Luyen, I reminded Disa I had warned him Minh 
night resign if he continued circumvent him. * added that I 
Wred Kinh'a view of this problem, I went on to say that if 
Disa aborted Minh's resignation he might be confronted with 
situation as grays as that presented by Jiinh rebellion. I said 
that he should not attempt take on all opposition forces at one 
time* , I advised Diem to let French secure Binh Zuyen evacuati on 
of police headquarters and recommended that he himself should (i 
attempt work out an arrangement with Minh whereby latter would J 
remain in office, I told Diem that in ay opinion he had succeeded 
in outnumbering sects up to the present but was now risking open 
strife with them, I warned him that without Minh he might not 
secure loyal support of Amy, I added that btfore he took such 
aotion he should have consulted Ely and me. I said that as he 
knew I have supported him 100# end urged him sit down with Ely 
and me to work out solution to problem. Diem objected that M^nh 
does not have same appreciation of situation as he does. I told 
Diem that he should have called a Cabinet meeting, as Minh re- 
commended, and taid that nothing serioue would have happened 
during course of day if he had delayed, 2 told him that by 
acting alohe he was needlessly ^agonising others and might end 




by governing Viet Haas with help of his two brothers alone, These 
steps had threatened the life of the govt and were not worth the 
candle* 

7, Diem reacted quickly to suggestion that he was governing 
largely with aid of his brothers, denying allegation, and aaying 
that he had had to act before situation got worse, I told him 
that in fact the situation before this latest action was improved, 

I said if he forced the hand of the opposition by military 
action he would risk losing everything, I said again that he 
should let French peaceably remove Binh Xuyen from police head* 
quarters, that he should consult with his Ministers and that ha 
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should request Minh to suepsnd his resignation. In this oonnsction, 
Vietnamese army officers had besought Minh not to resign. Diem 
said that in last crisis he had been told the Army was for Hinh, 
which was hot tfy$e. 






d, I said that Sly and I were planning to meet with Diem £ 


in day or two to suggest solutions for sect demobilisation problem 
and that if he forced the issue now in this manner he would be 
' making the gravest mistake of his career, I added that I was 
entirely out of sympathy with his actions. Diem insisted stub- 
bornly that Minh and he do not see things in same light and 
that Minh must go. He himself would retain Defense portfolio 
and j^ive Interior Kiniatry to some other minister* unnamed, I 

J ^ , 1 

told Diem that hsmust learn how to handle strong men who disagree 
with him since the knaek of governing consists largely in that 
skill, 1 said that I would be obliged to report to my govt that 
he was making a serious mistake and unnecessarily threatening 
life of his govt* 
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9. I asked Diem what Cabinet changes he had in Bind in 
latter he addressed to Gen Soai. Die* gave unsatisfactory reply 

indicating that he proposed doubling up ministries, using present 
Cabinet members, 

10. Die® said that Cao Dai General Phuong was oomihg to see 
him evening 29% to ask that Diem incorporate Phuong* a 6,000 
**n, of whoa 3,000 hare already been integrated, into Aray. 

Diem indicated he intended to integrate Phueng*s men so that Phuong 
would no longer be answerable to Cao Dai pope. When X asked how 
these troops would be paid, Die* sUd that once they had been 

integrated steps could be taken for the demobilisation of some 
of their numbers, 

11. I told Die* that I had made few requests of him during 
my tour in Viet Mara. However I was obliged to ask hi* to request 
Minh to withdraw his resignation, sven if only temporarily, 

| Diem replied that the resignation at present is in suspense. X 
said that Minh might not think so and that Diem risked grave 
dangers of Army rebellion if Minh left the govt. Diem referred .t- . 
in answer to Minh’s ^clique** as an objectionable element of the (i 
General Staff. 1 said ones again that Diem must accustom him- — v> 

self to opposition* 

12* In conclusion, I said that Diem was making it very' 
difficult for me to continue supporting his govt, I said that 
if he Continued his present course we would be under heavy pre- 
ssure to support a change in the govt. If it were not for re- 
fugees, for whom. we have heavy responsibility, I feartd I might. 
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hare to recommend withdrawal of US support* I asked that Diea 
take following three steps: (a) That he attempt to gala Minh'S 
acceptance to remain in govt, (b) that he work out specific 
proposal for revamping Cabinet, to be discussed with Ely and me 
and (c) that he consult Ely and me before taking^any additional 
critical steps lAfatprer* Diem replied he woultStAnk over 
situation and midhf <jive me call later in evening* 

13* After leaving Diem I called on Ely and reported above 
conversation* We agreed to meet with Diem if he called either 

of us. As of 2230 March 29 we have had no further word from. 

\ 

Diem* 

14* While nothing explosive is likely to happen unless 

t 

Diem decides to use foroe in taking over surett headquarters, 

I am greatly disturbed over situation as indicated above* 

• KIDDER 
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